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It’s October!  Each passing day, week and month brings us closer to the end of a year that 
has been like nothing we have experienced before.  United Methodists were anticipating a 
difficult year.  This was the year we thought we would be making denominational decisions 
around the issue of human sexuality and how to welcome members of the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity into our churches and incorporate them into the life and leadership of our churches.  
That was supposed to happen at the General Conference in May (which was postponed 
due to the coronavirus). 
The decision had/has the potential to divide our denomination, with Traditionalists and ultra
-Progressives breaking off to form a separate denomination and Centrists continuing the 
former United Methodist Church along with whatever Progressives decide they can live 
with the changes to our Book of Discipline. 
And who could forget that this is an election year?  The political ads are becoming more 
and more aggressive, with finger-pointing and mudslinging becoming the norm; filled with 
conflicting “facts” that vary depending on who “approves” them.  Even various aspects of 
the pandemic are being politicized, causing some to ignore health and safety measures, 
risking their own well-being as well as the health of everyone exposed to them.  More divi-
sion. 
Racial tensions have run high, with police actions leading to the death of several people of 
color.  The result went beyond peaceful protests to rioting, looting and the total destruction 
of businesses across the nation.  Still more division. 
Even natural disasters seem worse this year.  The large numbers of hurricanes this season 
has those who name them all the way to “s” (Sally) with us just halfway through the usual 
hurricane season. The west coast forest fires seem to be burning out of control, destroying 
homes and entire communities.  Dry weather conditions and high winds combine to fan the 
flames.  At the same time, communities along the Gulf Coast are bracing for up to 11-foot 
surges of waves and already dealing with flooding issues. 
While many are scurrying to formulate a coronavirus vaccine, it seems unlikely that one will 
be available to the general public before early next year.  Numbers of newly confirmed cas-
es and the death toll continue to rise.  In person learning at schools and colleges, the rein-
statement of fall sports (including contact sports) in some schools as well as national 
leagues will almost certainly lead to further spread of the virus.  Many of us wonder if we 
will be self-isolating throughout the winter months. 
Only God knows where all of this will lead us; how, when and if it will end.  Our world 
seems to be spinning out of control.  Times like these test our faith, revealing its depth or 
shallowness.  In many ways, we must be asking some of the same questions posed by the 
Hebrew slaves in Egypt. 
Recent Old Testament lessons have been guiding us through their Exodus experience.  
God had seen their plight and heard their cries for help.  God sent Moses to lead them from 
slavery to the Promised Land—but their route was long and circuitous and, despite all God 
had done and was doing for them, they often still complained and wondered where God 
was in all of their struggles. 
Just as God eventually saw them through and brought them to the place he had prepared 
for them, I am confident that God will see us through this pandemic, election, racial tension, 
natural disasters and denominational division.  I don’t know how or when--or what role God 
might call on any of us to fill in its accomplishment. 
My best advice is to brace yourself and gear up for the long haul, confident that God will 
see us through. 
 
Pastor Gregg Mayberry 
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Troy-area Interfaith Group  
Troy-area Interfaith Group invites you to attend its autumn program, A Journey to Understanding and 
Compassion, Monday, October 5, 7:00 – 8:30 pm.  Panelists from the LGBTQ communities will share their 
personal stories, with a moderated question and answer session to follow.   
Program sponsors will make a late-September determination as to whether the program will be hosted in-
person at First United Methodist Church of Troy, 6363 Livernois Road in Troy, or live-streamed via the in-
ternet.   
For updates, please consult the TIG website (www.troyinterfaithgroup.org) or search for 
“Troy Interfaith Group” on FaceBook.   
BBUMC contact:  Brenda Balas at pmbalas@sbcglobal.net. 

TRUNK OR TREAT... 

To celebrate Halloween in a safe and fun way, we will be holding a 
Trunk or Treat in the church parking lot on Saturday, October 24 from 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm (Rain date:  Sunday, October 25 – 11:00 – 
12:00).  Children and families are encouraged to dress up.  We are al-
so in need of people who are willing to decorate and host a trunk.  
Please have peanut and tree nut free treats.  Please RSVP and sign up 

to host at:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4FAEAC22A5FD0-bbumc1  

or email Becky at blorenz@bbumchurch.org.  

COMING SOON! 

FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN - LIVE A GOD-PLEASING LIFE! 

As Christians, we are stewards, or managers, of all the gifts God has given us. This is quite a task, frankly one that we, on 

our own, are incapable of carrying out. Yet we don’t have a choice; all Christians are called to be stewards. We are not left 

on our own, though. The God who calls us equips us as well. 

“May the God of peace . . . equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what 

is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to who be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

Faith is the foundation of our stewardship. It is only through faith that we can please God, and it is only by faith in Christ’s 

mighty power within us that we are able to do the works God has prepared for us to do.  

If we are to be stewards living a God-pleasing life, we must follow the path of discipleship that Jesus lays out before us. 

We are called to serve, even as Jesus himself “did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many” (Matthew 20:28). 

During the month of October we will spend three Sundays learning, growing, and becoming stewards living a God-

pleasing life. Devotionals and Bible studies will accompany this program. 
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ACHATZ PIE 

SALE! 

 

Watch for more information about 
this event. 

 

Have you starting packing your shoebox yet?  Completed shoeboxes are due on Sunday, 
November 8.  If you haven’t picked up your box yet, get one in the Narthex.  $9 in ship-
ping costs may be included in the box. (Cash or checks payable to BBUMC with OCC in 
the memo line. 

LOVE BOXES 

We want to let our college students know that we are thinking of them whether they 
are physically at school or virtually at home.  In lieu of love boxes, we will be send-
ing cards with a gift card inside.  Please submit your student’s name and address.  
(Due to the possibility that students could be sent home, we can always send the card 
to your home address.) Please submit your names to Becky 
(blorenz@bbumchurch.org)  by September 18th.   If you would like to donate money 

to support this ministry, please place it in an envelope with Love Boxes written on the memo line.  Checks 
can be made to BBUMC.  Thanks so much for all your support! 

 

We will be presenting bibles to our children when 
we return to in person worship.  Watch for more 

information to come! 

Church Unique/Roads To Vibrancy Process Scheduled To Begin! 

On October 3rd, our Visions to Vibrancy Team will meet for the first time with their facilitators, the Rever-
end Don Gotham and Evelyn Summerville.  This will mark the beginning of an almost year long process of 
evaluation and goal-setting that has the potential to launch our church into a vibrant, renewed effort to 
“make disciples for the transformation of the world”. 
 
Please pray for our Visioning Team as well as our facilitators throughout the process.  We will keep you 
posted on our progress and include you in the decision-making at various points along the way. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  BIRTHDAY’S 

Oct. 1  Doris Van Allen, Pam Vandekerkhove 
Oct. 2  Len Bianchi, Drew Comer 
Oct. 3  Clayton Osburn 
Oct. 5  Steve Charles, Phil Cohen 
Oct. 6  Barbara LeGrand, Brent Turner 
Oct. 8  Vicky Turner 
Oct. 9  Lisa Davis 
Oct. 13  Ronda Bussa, Cindy Gavin 
Oct. 16  Lance Peck 
Oct. 17  Brianne Wietecha 
Oct. 18  Bob Bacik 
Oct. 21  Ron Tschirhart, Reid Vandekerkhove 
Oct. 23  Lyle Conley, Bob Patterson 
Oct. 24  Jim Pollock 
Oct. 25  Benjamin Thomas 
Oct. 26  Sue Chick 
Oct. 27  Glenn Momeyer 
 

Oct. 1  Larry & Mindy Sporer 

Oct. 3  Keith & Lynda Meadows 

Oct. 5  Fred & Diane Morrell 

Oct. 9  Larry & Betty Keisling 

Oct. 14  Kevin & Tanya Sutton 

Oct. 20  Randy & Kelly Streetman 

Oct. 24  Gregg & Amy Purcilly 

Oct. 25  Chuck & Lauren Huber 

  Dave & Becky Thomas 

Oct. 26  Jim & Kelly Kerry 

Oct. 28  Michael & Karene Kimble 

UNITED METHODISTS DIVIDED? 

Please join us in understanding the divisiveness of the United Methodist Church’s upcoming General Confer-
ence vote on the LGBTQIA+ issue. We are coordinating with Troy First UMC to offer a book study group 
opportunity to learn about and discuss the topic of human sexuality and the United Methodist Church. 
We will be using the book “United Methodists Divided” by Dale McConkey, that presents 2-3 perspectives 
on the topic. Pastor Weatherly Verhelst, from Troy First and Julie Kohring will be hosting. This group will 
meet for five Sundays, starting on October 11 at 2:00-3:00 p.m. via zoom and/or in person. Church members 
from both congregations are urged to register as we are looking for different outlooks and perspectives.  
Please contact Brenda Balas at pmbalas@sbcglobal.net or at (313)-819-8472 by October 4th to RSVP. A 
nominal fee of $10 can be paid at the first meeting to offset the cost of the book. 

ANNUAL CHURCH  

CONFERENCE VIA ZOOM 

 

This year’s Church Conference is scheduled for  

Sunday, November 15th  @ 7:30pm 

Reports are due by Oct. 1st 

CASS LUNCHEON... 
The Cass Luncheon scheduled 

for October has been cancelled. 
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